
To: The President of Interpol and The Secretary General 
             Lyon, France 
  
  To:      Chancellor of Germany Angela Merkel 
               

________________________ 
 
Your Excellencies, 
 
My name is Ana Ursachi. I am a lawyer and human rights defender from Moldova. I am 
writing to you in connection with an unprecedented debauchery of the state law-enforcing 
agencies and the unparalleled lynching campaign being carried out by the Moldavian oligarch 
Vladimir Plahotniuc’s media group,  against me and other defenders of human rights in my 
country, the Republic of Moldova. 
 
As you are well informed, and as it is widely acknowledged by international monitoring 
organisations, Moldova is captured by a mafia-like gang led by Vladimir Plahotniuc. In 2010, 
the core state institutions were apportioned amongst the political parties. The judiciary, 
Prosecutor General’s Office and National Anticorruption Centre got under the exclusive 
control of the Democratic Party, whose master is Plahotniuc. Since then, Plahotniuc is using 
the state coercive institutions to harshly persecute his opposers by means of fabricated 
criminal cases. 
 
For years, Plahotniuc, who is wielding unlimited power and unlawful influence over 
Moldovan state institutions, has subjected many of my defendants to politically driven 
reprisals. Now Plahotniuc turns the Moldovan repressive organs machine and his media 
holding against the human rights defenders. On October, the 19th, I found out that a punitive 
criminal case was fabricated against me. The fabrication refers to twenty-year old events, to 
which I have no attribution. It is clearly the Plahotniuc’s modus operandi of harassment and 
intimidation of the lawyers, determined to protect the opponents of Plahotniuc against wanton 
and defiant outrages, conducted by public prosecutors and judges at the Plahotniuc’s 
command. 
 
Below, I will list only the cases of the utmost social resonance, within which I have acted or 
still act as an advocate and defence lawyer: 
 
________________________ 
 
Petrenco case: Grigore Petrenco and other six persons were arrested at Plahotniuc’s order 
when they were peacefully protesting against the Plahotniuc’s regime on 6 September 2015. 
The group of Petrenco were jailed and subjected to an unlawful detention for six months of 
inhuman and degrading treatment. Besides Moldovan legal system, I was defending the case 
before the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the European Court of Human 
Rights and other international institutions. 



 
Topa and Paveliu case: Viorel Topa and Razvan Paveliu are the victims of raider attacks of 
2010-2011, perpetrated by Plahotniuc. The raider attack is a form of organised crime, carried 
out by high-ranking prosecutors and judges in order to deprive legal owners of their 
properties, and prosecute the robbed victims if they do not give up fighting for their 
legitimate rights. Plahotniuc commanded criminal cases to be fabricated against Topa and 
Paveliu in order to silence them. I am defending the afflicted victims, Viorel Topa and 
Razvan Paveliu, within the Moldovan civil and criminal proceedings, as well as by means of 
international institutions. 
 
Cibotari case: Sergiu Cibotari is the former employee of the State Enterprise "Posta 
Moldovei", who disclosed the scams of smuggling and trafficking anabolics through this 
network (which is part of a larger Plahotniuc’s scheme). The young man was arrested in the 
street right in front of the Parliament on the very day when he had to be heard as witness by 
the parliamentary committee on the case "Posta Moldova". I am Mr Cibotari’s defence 
lawyer. 
 
Butmalai case: Ion Butmalai was a member of Moldovan Parliament, who made multiple 
public statements, revealing and condemning the criminal activities of Plahotniuc and his 
gang. In December 2014, Mr Butmalai was found dead. The official and, therefore, on 
purpose misleading version has alleged suicide, which is manifestly contradicted by all 
factual findings. Mr Butmalai was murdered with the involvement of the high-ranking 
officers from the Police and Prosecutor General’s Office, who later attempted to cover up the 
crime. I was the lawyer of Butmalai’s family and the procedural advocate insisting on proper 
investigation. 
 
Stepuleac case: Anatolie, Gheorghe and Sergiu Stepuleac were falsely accused of having 
committed an alleged crime. The arbitrary prosecution was aiming to force the Stepuleacs to 
relinquish their business under the takeover attempts of Plahotniuc and his acolyte, Dorin 
Damir. Particularly, the Plahotniuc’s and Damir’s retaliations were focused on Gheorghe and 
Anatolie. I was the Stepuleacs’ defence lawyer within the domestic proceedings, as well as 
before the European Court of Human Rights. 
 
Petkov case: Alexandru Petkov is the ex-member of Moldovan Parliament, who has 
conducted numerous journalistic investigations and disclosures of a number of serious cases 
(large scale robberies and embezzlements, corruption, banditry, smuggling, trafficking of 
influence and other gross offenses), all directly related to Vladimir Plahotniuc and his 
innermost criminal entourage. I was Mr Petkov’s defence lawyer in a various number of 
cases initiated by Plahotniuc against him. 
 
Usatii case: Renato Usatii is a one of Moldovan political leaders and the chairman of the 
political party “Our Party”. He is known for his criticism and investigations of Plahotniuc’s 
scams and criminal activities of Plahotniuc’s accomplices. I was Mr Usatii’s defence lawyer 



in a series of cases, fabricated by Plahotniuc against Usatii and I still represent him in a case 
where Usatii made very important statements about Plahotniuc’s involvement in a murder. 
 
Platon case: Veaceslav Platon was apprehended in Kiev, Ukraine, abusively extradited to 
Moldova and imprisoned at the direct order of Plahotniuc at the very moment when Platon 
went public about the Plahotniuc’s involvement in the $1 billion heist from the National 
Reserves of Moldova. Platon published evidences, revealing that Plahotniuc played a central 
role in the said “robbery of the century”, and that Plahotniuc is the final beneficiary of the 
stolen billion. Platon also avails himself for testimonies. For Plahotniuc is vital to keep the 
witness Platon jailed and quiet. I am Mr Platon’s defence lawyer and I made a lot of public 
statements on his behalf, oral and written, in order to inform the international community 
about Platon case and about the fact that he is kept in prison under political reasons. 
 
________________________ 
 
 
The list of cases, which are highly sensitive for Plahotniuc and his proxies, can be further 
extended. In all these cases I was or still am acting as a defence lawyer, which is self-
explanatory as retaliation grounds. Now Plahotniuc ordered his prosecutors to attack me 
directly. In brutal defiance of basic rule of law, pertaining substantive and procedural law, 
they re-opened a twenty-year old case. I was barely 19 then. Plahotniuc’s prosecutors allege 
an invented “association with a certain criminal group”, which I had no relationship with, 
whatsoever. Nonetheless, the entire Plahotniuc’s media holding (comprising over 80% of the 
domestic media, amongst which TV channels Prime, Publika, Canal 2, Canal 3) has focused 
on making a criminal of me. For several days now, 80% of Moldovan TV channels, all day 
and night long, are concertedly broadcasting denigrating movies and news in order to give 
credence to the impudently invented nonsenses. They are clearly tasked to prepare the public 
opinion for their recent fabrication and its impending enforcement. 
 
________________________ 
 
Your Excellencies, 
 
as a defence lawyer, I used to defend the others, but this time I need myself to be defended. I 
respectfully call upon Your Excellencies to firmly intervene and forestall the wanton 
outrages, being carried out against both me and my colleagues, Moldovan defenders of 
human rights, as well as against our defendants, afflicted victims of the nowadays’ regime in 
Moldova. 
 
With best regards, 
 
 
Ana Ursachi, 
human rights defender 


